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The Brief
Develop a masterplan, which reconnects the broken centre of Bristol, and create a walkable city. Within the disconnected centre is
the site. Use this site to integrate the scales of the project from masterplan to detail. The built project shall be designed to Passivhaus
standards therefore detail is a fundamental aspect of the development.

Division of space is a fundamental principle of the
Passivhaus strategy. This division in Passivhaus
terms would be airtighness and treated floor area.
Within the Water Phenomena concept the division
is based around indoor and external bathing. By
designing with Passivhaus principles this division is
used to inform the concept. Within the retrofit
tower the built element was inserted within the
existing concrete framework. This framework
became shelves in which the pre-fabricated timber
form sat. Using this system enabled the services
to pass down the middle of the floor where the
insulation was not required (see the detail below).

The Proposal
Water Phenomena expresses the process of human cleanliness through the use of phenomenal analysis of cultural bathing. This is
achieved in both cleanliness of the water in the mechanical tower and cleanliness of the spa user. From this starting point the ways in
which we feel clean had to be explored. There are many types of cleanliness from physical to spiritual, as the saying goes “cleanliness
is close to Godliness”. The aim of the spa is to cater for all types of cleanliness. Through identification of these types, two main
categories arose, Sanctuary and Indulgence (Apollonian and Dionysian). Apollonian: striving to get ever closer to nature and complete
spiritual relaxation. Dionysian: a much more personal ambition of indulgence and physical relaxation. This juxtaposition between what
is fundamentally order and chaos can be seen in the form of the two buildings where they take on the identities of The Spa and The
Mechanical Tower.
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